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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
+ April 12, 2026 +

Blessed Are Those Who Have Not Seen, but Believed

We welcome our members and guests to Christ Lutheran today,
and pray God’s richest blessings upon you during this time of worship!

All members and our guests are asked to complete the
worship attendance pads which can be found on each pew.
Guests are also asked to sign the guest register found in the Narthex.
We are so glad to have you worshiping with us today!

LARGE PRINT worship folders are available
at the usher stand at the back of the nave.

WELCOME:

“The result of this [attitude of disbelief in the Creator] is that we come to load abstract
words such as ‘life’ with the same content as was previously represented by the term
‘God.” For instance, when a young person wants to see ‘what life has to offer,” or an
old person talks about ‘what life gave,’ they are using mythical language. There is no
‘life’ which can be regarded as a subject over against us which is able to give or take.
If we speak thus, we are speaking religiously about God. It was precisely in this way
that, prior to the Enlightenment, prayers were formulated to be offered to God,
complaints directed against him, and praise offered to him. The term ‘life’ has become
acceptable now, after the Enlightenment, because it has never been identified with any
specific religion. This term, ‘life,” has come to describe that reality which was earlier
simply known as ‘God.” Modern culture has eliminated the concrete religious
expressions, but cannot abolish those situations that remind human beings that they are

not lords over what happens.”
—Gustaf Wingren, Credo



THE LORD’S SUPPER

In preparation for reception of the Lord’s Supper (Holy Communion), it is important that
we review and understand what the Bible teaches regarding this sacrament:

The Bible teaches that Jesus gives us His very body and blood along with bread and wine
in Holy Communion', and that these are means by which He forgives our sins?, and
strengthens us for daily living, and draws us into closer fellowship with Him and other
believers. The Bible also teaches us to examine ourselves prior to receiving the meal®. For
those receiving Holy Communion, examine yourself with these questions:

Do I believe that I am a sinner and I am sorry for my sins?
Do I believe that Jesus Christ is God’s Son and my personal Savior?

Do I believe that Christ’s true body and blood are present in this holy meal for
my forgiveness?

Do I truly intend with the help of God to correct my sinful life?

According to Christ’s Word in the Holy Scriptures, and in confession with the true
Christian faith, at Christ Lutheran we observe the practice of closed communion. We
believe that all who commune must confess the same holy faith, as Holy Scripture
teaches. Since one’s church affiliation indicates an individual’s confession of faith, we
ask that only those who have been instructed in the above teaching and are confirmed
members of The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod commune. If you have not been
instructed in this teaching on Holy Communion, are in doubt, or hold a different
confession of faith?, you are still welcome to come forward and cross your arms to
indicate that you would like a blessing.

"Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20, 1 Corinthians 11:23
Matthew 26:28; 1 John 1:7; 1 Peter 1:18-19

31 Corinthians 11:28-32

41 Corinthians 10:17; 1 Corinthians 11:26




DIVINE SERVICE 11

PRESERVICE MUSIC
The congregation may use this time for prayer and meditation.

OPENING HYMN These Things Did Thomas Count as Real #472

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of your Baptism.

(P)

(P)

In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

(P)

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight
in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



SERVICE OF THE WORD

INTROIT: CANTEMUS DOMINO Psalm 105:1-5, 8; Ant. 1 Peter 2:2-3
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Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to
sal- | vation—*
if indeed you have tasted that the | Lord is good.

Oh give thanks to the Lord; call up- | on his name;*
make known his deeds among the | peoples!
Sing to him, sing prais- | es to him;*
tell of all his | wondrous works!
Glory in his | holy name;*
let the hearts of those who seek the | Lord rejoice!
Seek the Lord | and his strength;*
seek his presence con- | tinually!
Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,*
his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered.

He remembers his covenant for- | ever,*
the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to
sal- | vation—*
if indeed you have tasted that the | Lord is good.
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For the peace from a-bove and for our sal-va-tion

let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Mark 10:47
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Bless -ing and hon - or and glo - ry and might be to
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for the Lamb who was slain has be - gun  His reign.
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
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(P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

® Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may
by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God;
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.




FIRST READING Acts 5:29-42

But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. The God
of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted
him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness
of sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has
given to those who obey him.”

When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. But a Pharisee in
the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood
up and gave orders to put the men outside for a little while. And he said to them, “Men
of Israel, take care what you are about to do with these men. For before these days
Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred,
joined him. He was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to
nothing. After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away
some of the people after him. He too perished, and all who followed him were
scattered. So in the present case I tell you, keep away from these men and let them
alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; but if it is of God, you
will not be able to overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!” So they
took his advice, and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged
them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. Then they left the presence of
the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name.
And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and
preaching Jesus as the Christ.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL Matt. 28:7; Heb. 2:7, Ps. 8:6
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Christ has risen | from the dead.*
[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and | honor,

He has given him dominion over the works | of his hands;*
he has put all things un- | der his feet.
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EPISTLE 1 Peter 1:3-9

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great
mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and
unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power are being guarded through faith
for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, though now for
a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested
genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by
fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus
Christ. Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him,
you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory,
obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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HoLY GOSPEL John 20:19-31

P} The Holy "I Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
0 # | | |

[ N |

! { 1 n |
[ ‘ [ |

Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where
the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to



them, “Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his
side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again,
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” And when
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If
you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from
anyone, it is withheld.”

Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus
came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them,
“Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of
the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”

Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace
be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and
put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
believed.”

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not
written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Please be seated

OFFICE HYMN O Sons and Daughters of the King #471

SERMON Too Bad to Be True



Please stand

NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, (Rom 10:10; Deut 6:4)

the Father Almighty, (Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3)
maker of heaven and earth (Gen 1:1;1n 1:1)
and of all things visible and invisible. (col 1:16)

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, (Rom 10:9)
the only-begotten Son of God, (n3:16; Mt 16:16)
begotten of His Father before all worlds, (n 1:2)
God of GOd, Light of Light, (Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1)
very God of very God, (col 2.9) begotten, not made, (n 1:2)
being of one substance with the Father, in 1030
by whom all things were made; (Heb 1:2; Jn 1:3)
who for us men and for our salvation (1 Tim 2:4; Rom 3:23)
came down from heaven (n6:41; Lk 15:20)
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary (L 1:34-35)
and was made man; (Jn 1:14)
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. (Mvk 15:25; 1n 19:16-18)
He suffered and was buried. (n 19:1-3; Lk 23:53)
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures (1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6)
and ascended into heaven (Acts 1:9)
and sits at the right hand of the Father. (acts 7:55)
And He will come again with glory (vt 26:64)
to judge both the living and the dead, (Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12)
whose kingdom will have no end. 2pt1:11)

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 0n 14:26; Gen 1:2; Acts 2:38)
the Lord and giver of life, (Gen 1:2; n 3:6)
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, (n 15:26)
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, (vt3:16-17)
who spoke by the prophets. (Ez 11:5)
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, (1 pt2:5; Eph 2:19-22)
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, (Eph 4:5)
and I look for the resurrection of the dead (1 Cor 15:35-49; 1 Thess 4:13-18)
and the life *I- of the world to come. Mk 10:29-30; Mt 10:40-42)

Amen. (Ps 106:48)
Us men means all people.
Christian: the ancient text reads “catholic,” meaning the whole Church as it confesses the wholeness of Christian doctrine



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

After each petition of the prayer:

Pastor: Let us pray to the Lord:
People: Lord, have mercy.

For comfort, health, and recovery: Andie Boone, Marshall Entrekin, Fawn Fields,
Merina Hansen, Margaret Haynes, Elmer Held, Merlyn Lauber, Theresa Mendenhall,
Richard Mullis, Debbie Rubisoff, Eloise Springer, Nicole Tatum, Larry Taylor;

For those who are ill or distressed: Jenalee Adams, Blair Alford, Layne Bagley, Shirley
Bagley, W.L. Bagley, Sarah Bowman, Deloris Brent, Martha Brown, Nathan Brown,
Hunter Burkhalter, Wayne Burt, Bobby Carroll, Donna Carson, Martha Clark, Joan
Cowards, Belinda Cowards-Gonzales, Robert (Andy) Evers, Tahlia Ferderer, Fawn
Fields, George Fields, Parker Haines, Dan Hansen, Tim Hansen, Faye Hartman, Elmer
Held, Valerie Henderson, Sharon Holleman, April Ann Hubmann, Joslyn Jones, Steve
Kennedy, John Koster, Katelyn Lawing, Paul McCullough, Jerry McIntyre, Edlia
Miller, Elaine Monaghan, Don Ochs, Pippin Family, Deborah-Annette Ried, Kaye Reid,
Jon Sandberg, Noah Schultz, Jonnie Pearl Smiley, Bob Smith, Deborah Springer, Eloise
Springer, Gary Stoeckmann, Dana Taquino, Lesley Tatum, Nicole Tatum, Donny
Thomas, Nikki Vines, Leonard Watson, Cynthia Widlitze, Barbara Zeigler;

For college and graduate students: Sara Fields, James Hansford;

For military servants and their families: Glen Hansford, James Hansford, Bill Nelson,
Steven Tatum;

This week’s prayer family: Keith & Anita Martin and their loved ones.

Please be seated

OFFERING

Please stand
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P) 1t is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most
especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us
and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His
rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary
Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with
angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:



SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24,; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, who of Your tender love for mankind
gave Your only Son, Jesus Christ, to take our nature upon Him and to suffer death
on the cross for our redemption. Assembled in His name and in the communion of
all saints, we pray You send down Your Holy Spirit on us, and through Him to

sanctify and renew us in body and soul for the sake of Your Son, our savior, Jesus
Christ,

Who, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said: "Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of Me."



In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of
you, this cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me."

Remembering therefore His whole work of redemption, His conception and birth,
His suffering and death, His resurrection and ascension, and looking for His
glorious coming again, we here present before You the remembrance which Your
Son has commanded us to make, beseeching You graciously to accept this our
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.

We pray You that so many of us as shall here receive the Body and Blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ may be filled with all heavenly benediction and grace. Grant to
us, who trust in the multitude of Your mercies, our part and fellowship with all
saints, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offenses, through Christ our
Lord, by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all
honor and glory be to You, O Father Almighty, forever and ever.
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PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

[P) As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until He comes.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

LORD’S PRAYER #957
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THE INVITATION Matthew 8:8

[P) The holy things of God for the holy people of God.
Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under my roof. But only speak
a word, and I will be healed.

PAX DOMINI John 20:19
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P]  The peace -I- of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Please be seated

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

All who are members in good standing of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod and have
introduced themselves to the pastor are welcome to partake of the Holy Communion at
Christ Lutheran. If you have not spoken to the pastor, but would like to receive the Lord's
blessing, you may still come to the rail and kneel, crossing one arm over the other in the
shape of an 'X'". This symbolizes that one is marked by the cross and Triune name of

Almighty God.



DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord #637
Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face #631
Now, My Tongue, the Mystery Telling #630

Please stand following distribution of communion
NUNC DIMITTIS Luke 2:29-32
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

P] We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26
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(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *}+ give you peace.

) # ‘ \
- | }
B o N —

ANIV4 e

e
A - men.

| 1S

o

CLOSING HYMN Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing #475

POSTLUDE
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Today’s Worship Servants:

Celebrant: Rev. George Fields Elder: Eric Held
Acolyte: William Held Organist: Sr. Sara Fields
Interpreter: Charlie Warren Cantor: Christ Kettler

Altar Guild: Mary Atchley
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Altar Flowers: This morning’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Bobby
and Eloise Springer in celebration of Bobby’s birthday.

CPC Life Walk: The Center for Pregnancy Choices, the crisis pregnancy center that
our congregation is supporting, will hold their annual Life Walk on Saturday, April
25t at Trustmark Park. For more information, visit the Christ Lutheran Facebook page

or talk to Jonathan Kettler.

Return of Wednesday Morning Matins: Matins is coming back this week! Join us to

pray this Wednesday at 7:30 a.m.

Readings for next Sunday, April 19", the Third Sunday of Easter:
Introit Ps. 133; Psalm 116:1-14; Acts 2:14a, 36-41; 1 Peter 1:17-25; Luke 24:13-35.

This week at Christ Lutheran Church: April 13 — April 19

Tuesday 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday 7:30 a.m.
Friday 6:30 a.m.
Sunday 9:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

1~ Issues, Etc.

Christ-Centered Cross- FDL:USSJ Talk Radio

Council

Matins

Bible & Breaky (@ Broadstreet

Sunday School for all ages

Divine Service — Third Sunday of Easter

YOUR LIFELINE TO THE LUTHERAN WORLDVIEW...You can listen
to in-depth teachings on interesting subjects like:

Apparent Contradictions in the Bible on the Events of Holy
Week, The Holy Week Hymns “The Royal Banners Forward
Go” and “Sing My Tongue the Glorious Battle,” The Seven
Last Words of Christ from the Cross, and more...

Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show produced by Lutheran Public Radio and
hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken. You can listen to what you want
when you want at www.issuesetc.org. Simply click on “Listen”, choose “On

Demand”, then select from the vast array of speakers and topics available in

the archives.
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+ + +

KIDS IN THE

DIVINE SERVICE

+ + +

A great big word of love.

A word that you often hear used in the church is the word
“redemption” (pronounced ree-DEMP-shun). All of the events
in Jesus' life work together to form God's plan of redemption.

What does “redemption” mean?

The word "redemption” is a very important word used to
describe what Jesus has done for us.
Redemption comes from the root word
“redeem” which means "to buy
back.” God's plan of redemption

was His plan to buy us back k
from sin, death and the power
of the devil. This all happened
when Jesus fulfilled the requirements of
the Law perfectly and died on the cross
in our place. He payed the high price
for sin, and He bought us back! But He
didn't stop there. He overcame death
for us and rose from the dead to prove
it! What a great Redeemer we have!

Parents:

What our God has done for us in Jesus reflects the
Fatherly love He has for all people. As parents, we
share this love with our children through the means
our Lord has provided: Word and Sacrament. This is
where we receive the real fruits of redemption.

Copyright € 2017 LCMS Worship. Created by Christopher Thama LCMS congregations and schools have penmission
=T o epoduce “KIDS in the Divine Service” for their usa.
ks ong | BBB-THE LCMS
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