CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH

+ The Feast of the Purification of Mary and
the Presentation of Our Lord +




THE FEAST OF THE PURIFICATION OF MARY AND

THE PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD
+ February 8, 2026 +

“Rejoice in the Lord Always”

i

We welcome our members and guests to Christ Lutheran today,
and pray God’s richest blessings upon you during this time of worship!

All members and our guests are asked to complete the
worship attendance pads which can be found on each pew.
Guests are also asked to sign the guest register found in the Narthex.
We are so glad to have you worshiping with us today!

LARGE PRINT worship folders are available
at the usher stand at the back of the nave.

WELCOME:

“In like manner, on Easter Sunday, we say, This day the Lord rose from the dead,
although so many years have passed since His resurrection. But no one is so foolish as
to accuse us of falsehood when we use these phrases, for this reason, that we give such
names to these days on the ground of a likeness between them and the days on which
the events referred to actually transpired, the day being called the day of that event,
although it is not the very day on which the event took place, but one corresponding to
it by the revolution of the same time of the year, and the event itself being said to take
place on that day, because, although it really took place long before, it is on that day
sacramentally celebrated. Was not Christ once for all offered up in His own person as
a sacrifice? And yet, is He not likewise offered up in the sacrament as a sacrifice, not
only in the special solemnities of Easter, but also daily among our congregations; so
that the man who, being questioned, answers that He is offered as a sacrifice in that
ordinance, declares what is strictly true?”

—St. Augustine, Letter 98


http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05224d.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12789a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05781a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/13309a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/13309a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05224d.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/13309a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15073a.htm

THE LORD’S SUPPER

In preparation for reception of the Lord’s Supper (Holy Communion), it is important that
we review and understand what the Bible teaches regarding this sacrament:

The Bible teaches that Jesus gives us His very body and blood along with bread and wine
in Holy Communion', and that these are means by which He forgives our sins?, and
strengthens us for daily living, and draws us into closer fellowship with Him and other
believers. The Bible also teaches us to examine ourselves prior to receiving the meal®. For
those receiving Holy Communion, examine yourself with these questions:

Do I believe that I am a sinner and I am sorry for my sins?
Do I believe that Jesus Christ is God’s Son and my personal Savior?

Do I believe that Christ’s true body and blood are present in this holy meal for
my forgiveness?

Do I truly intend with the help of God to correct my sinful life?

According to Christ’s Word in the Holy Scriptures, and in confession with the true
Christian faith, at Christ Lutheran we observe the practice of closed communion. We
believe that all who commune must confess the same holy faith, as Holy Scripture
teaches. Since one’s church affiliation indicates an individual’s confession of faith, we
ask that only those who have been instructed in the above teaching and are confirmed
members of The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod commune. If you have not been
instructed in this teaching on Holy Communion, are in doubt, or hold a different
confession of faith*, you are still welcome to come forward and cross your arms to
indicate that you would like a blessing.

"Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20, 1 Corinthians 11:23
Matthew 26:28; 1 John 1:7; 1 Peter 1:18-19

31 Corinthians 11:28-32

41 Corinthians 10:17; 1 Corinthians 11:26




DIVINE SERVICE I

PRESERVICE MUSIC
The congregation may use this time to pray and meditate.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN In His Temple Now Behold Him #519

The congregation stands to face the back of the church.
As the procession passes, the congregation turns to face the crucifix.

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P)

(P)

In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

(P)

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight
in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



SERVICE OF THE WORD

INTROIT: MAGNUS DOMINUS Psalm 48:1-3, 8; Ant. Psalm 48:9
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We have thought on your steadfast love, | O God,*
in the midst of your | temple.

Great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised*
in the city | of our God!

His holy mountain, beautiful in elevation, is the joy of | all the earth,*
Mount Zion, in the far north, the city of the | great King.

Within her | citadels*

God has made himself known as a | fortress.
As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the LORD of hosts, in the city | of
our God,*

which God will establish for- | ever.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

We have thought on your steadfast love, | O God,*
in the midst of your | temple.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all
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let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.

For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

P’ Al
% r ) o
oJ

(P} The Lord be with you
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And al - so with you.

) Let us pray.
Almighty and ever-living God, as Your only-begotten Son was this day
presented in the temple in the substance of our flesh, grant that we may be
presented to You with pure and clean hearts; through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Please be seated

OLD TESTAMENT 1 Samuel 1:21-28

The man Elkanah and all his house went up to offer to the LORD the yearly sacrifice
and to pay his vow. But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, “As soon
as the child is weaned, I will bring him, so that he may appear in the presence of the
LoRD and dwell there forever.” Elkanah her husband said to her, “Do what seems best
to you; wait until you have weaned him; only, may the LORD establish his word.” So
the woman remained and nursed her son until she weaned him. And when she had
weaned him, she took him up with her, along with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of



flour, and a skin of wine, and she brought him to the house of the LORD at Shiloh. And
the child was young. Then they slaughtered the bull, and they brought the child to Eli.
And she said, “Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord, I am the woman who was standing
here in your presence, praying to the LORD. For this child I prayed, and the LORD has
granted me my petition that I made to him. Therefore I have lent him to the LORD. As
long as he lives, he is lent to the LORD.”

And he worshiped the LORD there.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL Psalm 48:1, 8, 9
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Great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised*
in the city of our God, his holy | mountain!

As we have heard, so | have we seen®
in the city of the | LORD of hosts.

We have thought on your steadfast love, | O God,*
in the midst of your | temple.

EPISTLE Hebrews 2:14-18

Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of
the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of
death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to
lifelong slavery. For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of
Abraham. Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he
might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make
propitiation for the sins of the people. For because he himself has suffered when
tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand



GOSPEL PROCESSION

Just as the Word of God came to dwell among us, so we see in the Gospel Procession that the
Word descends from the chancel to dwell among us. In reverence, we turn to face the crucifix
as it passes, and you may bow and make the sign of the cross.
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
Cantor: Luke 2:34b

Behold, this child is ap- | pointed™
For the fall and rising of many in | Israel.
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Al-le-1u - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

HoLY GOSPEL Luke 2:22-35
[P} The Holy "I+ Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.

| [r— |

|

o)
p ! | ] \

6> e e o r o, |
o)

Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of
the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”’) and
to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of
turtledoves, or two young pigeons.”

Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man
was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit
was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would
not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. And he came in the Spirit into the



temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the
custom of the Law, he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,

“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation
that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”

And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. And Simeon
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall
and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed (and a sword will pierce
through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Please be seated



OFFICE HYMN All Prophets Hail Thee (Tune #439)

The Church has always battled heresies, and one of the greatest to arise in the Western Church
was Arianism, which taught that Jesus was merely a great exalted created being, and not truly
God. In order to counteract this false belief, the Church instituted the so called ‘Marian Feasts,’
such as the Purification of Mary, honoring her for her role as the ‘Mother of God’ as our
Confessions affirm. In so blessing the Virgin Mary with this title, we recognize the deity of the
Son she bore, and so confess our Nicaean Faith in this hymn by the medieval theologian,
Maurus.

1 All prophets hail thee, from of old announcing,
By the inbreathéd Spirit of the Father,

God's Mother, bringing prophecies to fullness:
Mary the maiden.

2 Thou the true Virgin Mother of the Highest,
Bearing incarnate God in awed obedience,
Meekly acceptest for a sinless offspring
Purification.

3 In the high temple Simeon receives thee,
Takes to his bent arms with a holy rapture
That promised Savior, vision of redemption,
Christ long awaited.

4 Now the fair realm of paradise attaining,
And to thy Son's throne, Mother of the Eternal,
Raised all glorious, yet in earth's devotion

Join with us always.

A5 Glory and worship to the Lord of all things
Pay we unresting, who alone adored,

Father and Son and Spirit, in the highest
Reigneth eternal.

SERMON Hannah, Mary, & the Worthy Sacrifice

Please stand



NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, (Rom 10:10; Deut 6:4)

the Father Almighty, (Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3)
maker of heaven and earth (Gen 1:1;n 1:1)
and of all things visible and invisible. (col 1:16)

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, (Rom 10:9)
the only-begotten Son of God, (n 3:16; Mt 16:16)
begotten of His Father before all worlds, (n 1:2)
God of God, Light of Light, on 17:22; 1n8:12; In 1:1)
very God of very God, (coi2:9) begotten, not made, (n 1:2)
being of one substance with the Father, in 10:30)
by whom all things were made; (Heb 1:2;1n 1:3)
who for us men and for our salvation (1 Tim 2:4; Rom 3:23)
came down from heaven (in 6:41; Lk 15:20)
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary (L« 1:34-35)
and was made man; (n 1:14)
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. (vk 15:25; 1n 19:16-18)
He suffered and was buried. (n 19:1-3; Lk 23:53)
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures (1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6)
and ascended into heaven (Acts 1:9)
and sits at the right hand of the Father. (Acts 7:55)
And He will come again with glory (vt 26:64)
to judge both the living and the dead, (Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12)
whose kingdom will have no end. 2pt1:11)

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, n 14:26; Gen 1:2; Acts 2:38)
the Lord and giver of life, (Gen 1:2; n 3:6)
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, (n 15:26)
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, (vt3:16-17)
who spoke by the prophets. ez 11:5)
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, (1 Pt2:5; Eph 2:19-22)
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, (Eph 4:5)
and I look for the resurrection of the dead (1 Cor 15:35-49; 1 Thess 4:13-18)
and the life -I- of the world to come. (Mk 10:29-30; Mt 10:40-42)

Amen. (Ps 106:48)
Us men means all people.
Christian: the ancient text reads “catholic,” meaning the whole Church as it confesses the wholeness of Christian doctrine



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

After each petition of the prayer:

Pastor: Let us pray to the Lord:
People: Lord, have mercy.

For comfort, health, and recovery: Donna Carson, Cole Fortenberry, John Garner, Elmer
Held, Joseph Holleman, Sharon Holleman, Elaine Johnson, Alex Kates, Merlyn Lauber,
Richard Mullis, Eloise Springer, Nicole Tatum, Dean Walker;

For those who mourn: the family and friends of Lisa Powell Moore, James Triggs;

For those who are ill or distressed: Jenalee Adams, Blair Alford, Layne Bagley, Shirley
Bagley, W.L. Bagley, Sarah Bowman, Deloris Brent, Martha Brown, Nathan Brown,
Hunter Burkhalter, Wayne Burt, Bobby Carroll, Joan Cowards, Belinda Cowards-
Gonzales, Robert (Andy) Evers, Tahlia Ferderer, George Fields, Parker Haines, Dan
Hansen, Tim Hansen, Faye Hartman, Valerie Henderson, Sharon Holleman, April Ann
Hubmann, Joslyn Jones, Steve Kennedy, John Koster, Katelyn Lawing, Paul
McCullough, Jerry Mclntyre, Edlia Miller, Elaine Monaghan, Don Ochs, Pippin Family,
Deborah-Annette Ried, Jon Sandberg, Noah Schultz, Jonnie Pearl Smiley, Bob Smith,
Sherri Smith, Deborah Springer, Eloise Springer, Gary Stoeckmann, Dana Taquino,
Lesley Tatum, Nicole Tatum, Donny Thomas, Nikki Vines, LLeonard Watson, Cynthia
Widlitze, Barbara Zeigler;

For college and graduate students: Sara Fields, James Hansford;

For military servants and their families: Glen Hansford, James Hansford, Bill Nelson,
Steven Tatum;

This week’s prayer family: The Haines Family and their loved ones.

Please be seated

OFFERING

Please stand



OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]
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And al - so with you.
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(P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.

H
5 — o I
G o &
[y
(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P} It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who, sharing Your eternal splendor, was presented on this day in Your
temple in the substance of our human flesh and revealed by the Spirit as the glory of
Israel and the light of all peoples. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:



SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

' — —— %
| 'y TP g 4 o o }r — ‘; }{
Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
| | | A | I g [ |
1 ! N— S ——— —
(o) ] I | :%i
Q) I ——— é |
Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
A~ =
~ d e e e *°° 2]
:)y | ii | p—'_‘_ y ==
san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
o) | | | .
e e e e e e B I e e |
Y ! — I |4 ] | I

comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

[P] Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our
sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished
for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the
faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.



LORD’S PRAYER #957
Matthew 6:9-13

[P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26-28

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI John 20:19
[P] The peace I~ of the Lord be with you always.
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Please be seated



DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

All who are members in good standing of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod and have
introduced themselves to the pastor are welcome to partake of the Holy Communion at Christ
Lutheran. If you have not spoken to the pastor, but would like to receive the Lord's blessing,
you may still come to the rail and kneel, crossing one arm over the other in the shape of an 'X'.
This symbolizes that one is marked by the cross and Triune name of Almighty God.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

If Your Beloved Son, O God (Tune #622)
1 If Your beloved Son, O God, 3 Itrust in Him with all my heart;
Had not to earth descended Now all my sorrow ceases.
And in our mortal flesh and blood His words abiding peace impart;
Had not sin’s power ended, . His blood from guilt releases.
Then this poor, wretched soul of mine Free grace through Him I now obtain;
In hell eternally would pine He washes me from ev’ry stain,

Because of my transgression. And pure I stand before Him.
2 But now I find sweet peace and rest; 4
Despair no more reigns o’er me.
No more am [ by sin oppressed,
For Christ has borne sin for me.
Upon the cross for me He died
That, reconciled, I might abide
With You, my God, forever.

All righteousness by works is vain;
The Law brings condemnation.
True righteousness by faith I gain;
Christ’s work is my salvation.
His death, that perfect sacrifice,
Has paid the all-sufficient price;
In Him my hope is anchored.

/A 5 My guilt, O Father, You have laid
On Christ, Your Son, my Savior.
Lord Jesus, You my debt have paid
And gained for me God’s favor.
O Holy Spirit, Fount of grace,
The good in me to You I trace;
In faith and hope preserve me.

O Jesus, Blessed Lord to Thee #632
In Peace and Joy I Now Depart #938

Please stand following distribution of communion



NUNC DIMITTIS Luke 2:29-32
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;
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it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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men.
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BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26
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(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN No Temple Now, No Gift of Price #530
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Serving Today:
Pastor: Rev. George Fields Elder: Eric Held
Acolyte: William Hansford Organist: Sr. Sara Fields
Interpreter: Charlie Warren Cantor: Keith Martin

Altar Guild: Nancy Teal

Ash Wednesday Services: Epiphany is soon drawing to a close, for the penitential season
of Lent begins on Wednesday, February 18", We will observe Ash Wednesday with a
prayer office and the imposition of ashes at 7:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Come pray with us as
we reflect on our Lord’s suffering for our sake.

Lenten Vespers: Join us throughout this penitential season as we gather weekly to
meditate upon the Passion of Our Lord. Vespers will be held on Wednesday nights at
7:00 beginning February 25,

Lenten Dinners: Throughout our sojourn in Lent, we will gather at 6:00 p.m. on
Wednesdays for food and fellowship before weekly Vespers (beginning February 25).
If you would like to contribute, you may find the sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall.
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Confession & Absolution: During the season of Lent, Pastor will be in the sanctuary
from 5:15-5:45 p.m. each Wednesday for private confession. Come confess your sins
and be absolved as we approach the foot of the cross this season.

Choir, Arise! Holy Week and Easter will be here before we know it! Choir will resume
rehearsals for the coming season on Ash Wednesday at 7:45 p.m. (February 18%),
Come join us in the balcony and make a joyful noise!

Readings for next Sunday, February 15%, Feast of the Transfiguration:
Introit Ps. 99:1-5; Psalm 2:6-12; Exodus 24:8-18; 2 Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9.

This week at Christ Lutheran Church: February 9 — February 15

Tuesday 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday 7:30 a.m.

9:00 a.m.

Thursday 9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Sunday 9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Council Meeting

Matins

Quilting

Quilting

LifeLight

Sunday School for all ages

Divine Service — Feast of the Transfiguration
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
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