
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
+ The Feast of the Epiphany of Our Lord +



 

THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD 
+ January 6, 2026 + 

 

They Saw the Child 
 

 

 
 

 

 

We welcome our members and guests to Christ Lutheran today, 
and pray God’s richest blessings upon you during this time of worship! 

 

All members and our guests are asked to complete the  
worship attendance pads which can be found on each pew.   

Guests are also asked to sign the guest register found in the Narthex.  
We are so glad to have you worshiping with us today!  

 

LARGE PRINT worship folders are available  
at the usher stand at the back of the nave. 

 
 

WELCOME: 

“Through the myrrh, then, the mystery of the Cross is once again associated with 

Jesus’ kingship and mysteriously proclaimed in the worship offered by the wise men. 

Anointing is an attempt to resist death, which only becomes definitive with 

decomposition. By the time the women came to the tomb to anoint the body on Easter 

morning—a task that could not carried out on the evening of the crucifixion because of 

the approaching feast-day—Jesus had already risen. He no longer needed myrrh as a 

protection against death, because God’s life itself had overcome death.”  

–Joseph Ratzinger, Jesus of Nazareth: The Infancy Narratives 

 



THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

In preparation for reception of the Lord’s Supper (Holy Communion), it is important that 

we review and understand what the Bible teaches regarding this sacrament: 

The Bible teaches that Jesus gives us His very body and blood along with bread and wine 

in Holy Communion1, and that these are means by which He forgives our sins2, and 

strengthens us for daily living, and draws us into closer fellowship with Him and other 

believers.  The Bible also teaches us to examine ourselves prior to receiving the meal3. For 

those receiving Holy Communion, examine yourself with these questions: 

Do I believe that I am a sinner and I am sorry for my sins? 

Do I believe that Jesus Christ is God’s Son and my personal Savior? 

Do I believe that Christ’s true body and blood are present in this holy meal for 

my forgiveness? 

Do I truly intend with the help of God to correct my sinful life? 

According to Christ’s Word in the Holy Scriptures, and in confession with the true 

Christian faith, at Christ Lutheran we observe the practice of closed communion. We 

believe that all who commune must confess the same holy faith, as Holy Scripture 

teaches. Since one’s church affiliation indicates an individual’s confession of faith, we 

ask that only those who have been instructed in the above teaching and are confirmed 

members of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod commune.  If you have not been 

instructed in this teaching on Holy Communion, are in doubt, or hold a different 

confession of faith4, you are still welcome to come forward and cross your arms to 

indicate that you would like a blessing. 

                     

 
1 Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20, 1 Corinthians 11:23 
2 Matthew 26:28; 1 John 1:7; 1 Peter 1:18-19 
3 1 Corinthians 11:28-32 
4 1 Corinthians 10:17; 1 Corinthians 11:26 



DIVINE SERVICE I 
 

 

PRESERVICE MUSIC  
The congregation may use this time for prayer and meditation. 
 
 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN Lift Up Your Eyes (Tune #920) 
The congregation stands to face the back of the church.  

As the procession passes, the congregation turns to face the crucifix. 

 

1 Lift up your eyes, whoe'er ye be 

That fare the new-born Christ to see: 

For yonder is the shining sign 

Of grace perennial and divine. 

  

2 What means this star, whose piercing rays 

Outshine the sun's resplendent blaze? 

'Tis token sure that God is come 

In mortal flesh to make His home. 

 

3 Lo! from the regions of the morn 

Wherein the radiant sun is born, 

The Persian sages see on high 

God's ensign shining in the sky. 

 

4 Roused by the portent of the sky 

The sages fix their gaze on high, 

And speed them 'neath the furrowed way 

Marked by the star's effulgent ray. 

 

5 The gift of gold thee King proclaims: 

Thee God the fragrant incense names: 

The myrrh declares that Death shall thrust 

Within the tomb Thy body's dust. 

  

6 Ah! that dark sepulchre, whose fold 

God's body quenched in death doth hold: 

Yet shall He from that durance wake 

And Death's strong prison-fetters break. 

 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 



Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 

in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and forgives you all 
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

INTROIT: ERUCTAVIT COR MEUM Psalm 45:6-8; Ant. Psalm 45:17 

 

I will cause your name to be remembered in all gener- | ations;* 

therefore nations will praise you forever and | ever. 

Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. The scepter of your kingdom is a 

scepter of up- | rightness;* 

you have loved righteousness and hated | wickedness. 

Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond 

your com- | panions;* 

your robes are all fragrant with myrrh and aloes and | cassia. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

I will cause your name to be remembered in all gener- | ations;* 

therefore nations will praise you forever and | ever. 

glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of | grace and truth. 



KYRIE Mark 10:47 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Luke 2:14; John 1:29  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to the 

Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of 

Your divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
   

 

 
Please be seated 

 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 60:1-6 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 
and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the LORD will arise upon you, 
and his glory will be seen upon you. 



And nations shall come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your rising. 

Lift up your eyes all around, and see; 
they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from afar, 
and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 

Then you shall see and be radiant; 
your heart shall thrill and exult, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, 
the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL Psalm 117; 96:8 

 

Praise the LORD, all | nations!* 

Extol him, all | peoples! 

For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 

and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 

bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 

 

EPISTLE Ephesians 3:1-12 

For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 
assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me 
for you, how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written 
briefly. When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 
which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been 
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. This mystery is that the 
Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in 
Christ Jesus through the gospel. 



Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was 

given me by the working of his power. To me, though I am the very least of all the 

saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 

and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in 

God who created all things, so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God 

might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This 

was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in 

whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Please stand 
 

 

GOSPEL PROCESSION 

Just as the Word of God came to dwell among us in His Incarnation, so we see in the Gospel 
Procession that the Word descends from the chancel to dwell among us. In reverence, we turn 
to face the crucifix as it passes, and you may bow and make the sign of the cross. 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: Matthew 2:2b 

Where is he who has been born king | of the Jews?* 

For we saw his star when it rose and have come to | worship him. 
 
 
 

 



HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 2:1-12 
 

P The Holy T Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 

behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been 

born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship 

him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 

and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 

where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is 

written by the prophet: 

“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time 

the star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 

diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may 

come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And 

behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest 

over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly 

with great joy. And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and 

they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him 

gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to 

Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

 

 

Please be seated 

 

 



OFFICE HYMN Behold the Flow’r of David Shine (Tune #351) 

 

1 Behold the Flow’r of David shine, 

Of Jesse's root the Branch benign: 

The sceptre spread with blossoms rare 

Wields o'er the world its lordship fair. 

 

2 O Bethlehem! no longer thou 

The least of cities: all shall vow 

That thou art greatest on the earth: 

For thou man's King didst bring to birth. 

  

3 Yea thou didst on thy bosom bear 

Th’All-loving Father's only heir: 

Man of the Thund’rer’s Spirit made 

And God in human flesh arrayed. 

  

4 The prophets witnessed to the bond 

Which sealed to Him the realm profound: 

The Father's Kingdom He received 

And the vast legacy perceived. 

 5 All things are His in sea and sky, 

In hell beneath, in heav’n on high: 

From East to setting sun, in fee 

He holds the earth's immensity. 

 

SERMON  

 

 

Please stand 

 

NICENE CREED 
 

C  I believe in one God, (Rom 10:10; Deut 6:4) 

the Father Almighty, (Mt 6:9; Ex 6:3) 

maker of heaven and earth (Gen 1:1; Jn 1:1) 

and of all things visible and invisible. (Col 1:16) 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, (Rom 10:9) 

the only-begotten Son of God, (Jn 3:16; Mt 16:16) 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, (Jn 1:2) 

God of God, Light of Light, (Jn 17:22; Jn 8:12; Jn 1:1) 
very God of very God, (Col 2:9)  begotten, not made, (Jn 1:2) 

being of one substance with the Father, (Jn 10:30) 

by whom all things were made; (Heb 1:2; Jn 1:3) 

who for us men and for our salvation (1 Tim 2:4; Rom 3:23) 

came down from heaven (Jn 6:41; Lk 15:20) 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary (Lk 1:34-35)  

and was made man; (Jn 1:14) 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. (Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16-18) 



He suffered and was buried. (Jn 19:1-3; Lk 23:53) 
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures (1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6) 

and ascended into heaven (Acts 1:9) 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. (Acts 7:55) 
And He will come again with glory (Mt 26:64) 

to judge both the living and the dead, (Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12) 

whose kingdom will have no end. (2 Pt 1:11) 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, (Jn 14:26; Gen 1:2; Acts 2:38) 

the Lord and giver of life, (Gen 1:2; Jn 3:6) 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, (Jn 15:26) 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, (Mt 3:16-17) 

who spoke by the prophets. (Eze 11:5) 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, (1 Pt 2:5; Eph 2:19-22) 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, (Eph 4:5) 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead (1 Cor 15:35-49; 1 Thess 4:13-18) 

and the life T of the world to come. (Mk 10:29-30; Mt 10:40-42)   

Amen. (Ps 106:48) 

Us men means all people. 

             Christian: the ancient text reads “catholic,” meaning the whole Church as it confesses the wholeness of Christian doctrine 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

Please be seated 

 
 

OFFERING 
 
  

Please stand 
 



OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 
 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You 

have made known to the nations in Your Son.  In Him, being found in the 

substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory.  

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 

and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
  

 



SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin 

and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us 

by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.   

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather 

us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive 

our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 



LORD’S PRAYER #957 

 Matthew 6:9-13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  Matthew 26:26–28 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI John 20:19 

P The peace T of the Lord be with you always. 

 

 

AGNUS DEI John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Please be seated 
 

 



DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 

All who are members in good standing of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod and have 

introduced themselves to one of the pastors are welcome to partake of the Holy Communion at 

Christ Lutheran. If you have not spoken to a pastor, but would like to receive the Lord's 

blessing, you may still come to the rail and kneel, crossing one arm over the other in the shape 

of an 'X'. This symbolizes that one is marked by the cross and Triune name of Almighty God. 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

As with Gladness Men of Old #397 

O Savior of Our Fallen Race #403
 
 

Please stand following distribution of communion 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS Luke 2:29-32 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness 

sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You 

have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake 

Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we 

may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
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CLOSING HYMN Rightly the Wise Men Said (Tune #357)

1 Rightly the Wise Men said, I ween, 

That they Judaea's King had seen, 

Since noble deeds of other days 

Prophetic chant the Savior's praise. 

Rejoice, rejoice, ye lands forlorn! 

Rejoice: the world’s great King is born! 

 

2 Of those old rulers He is King 

Who did to Jacob judgment bring, 

King of the Mother Church divine, 

God's ancient and God's present Shrine. 

Rejoice, rejoice, ye lands forlorn! 

Rejoice: the world’s great King is born! 

  

3 Of Ephraim's sons He is adored: 

Manasseh's sacred house as Lord 

Reveres Him: to His might the seed 

Of brethren twelve their fealty plead. 

Rejoice, rejoice, ye lands forlorn! 

Rejoice: the world’s great King is born! 

 

4 Nay, each degen’rate race hath fled 

Its shameful rites and orgies dread: 

Grim Baal in glowing furnace cast 

Sinks to the earth, forsook at last. 

Rejoice, rejoice, ye lands forlorn! 

Rejoice: the world’s great King is born! 

 

5 Idols smoke-blackened, wooden-hewn, 

Of brass and stone, in dust are strewn: 

The chiselled deities downtrod: 

For all confess in Christ their God. 

Rejoice, rejoice, ye lands forlorn! 

Rejoice: the world’s great King is born! 

 

6 Behold your Chief! His praise forth tell: 

Ye sick, ye hale, all heaven and hell: 

Ay, you whose vital spark hath sped: 

For lo! in Him e'en Death is dead. 

Rejoice, rejoice, ye lands forlorn! 

Rejoice: the world’s great King is born!
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Serving Today: 

Pastor: Rev. George Fields Elder: Keith Martin 
Acolyte: Nathan Hansford, William Hansford Organist: Sr. Sara Fields  

Interpreter: Charlie Warren Cantor: Keith Martin 
Altar Guild: Sabrina Goodlett Trumpet: Rev. Christopher Clark 

 

Fun Facts about Tonight’s Epiphany Hymns: This evening we sang three ‘new’ hymns 

that are curiously absent from our hymnal… or are they? Prudentius, the author of these 

hymns, is probably best known among us for writing “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”; 

little known is that he also wrote an Epiphany poem (over 50 stanzas long!) from which we 

get the hymn “Sweet Flowerets of the Martyr Band” (LSB 969). The three new hymns we 
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sang tonight are made up of stanzas from his Epiphany poem that were too numerous to 

include in the LSB. So much theological goodness, and so little time…  
 

De-Decoration Day Tomorrow: Join us tomorrow morning at 8:00 for de-decorating 
the church as we enter this Epiphany season! 
 

Installation of Rev. Christopher Clark: Rev. Clark has accepted the call to serve as 

associate pastor at our daughter congregation, Good Shepherd Lutheran in Brandon! Good 

Shepherd has invited us to his installation this Saturday, January 10th, at 11:00 a.m., 

along with a potluck to follow. Let us join them in celebrating the arrival of this shepherd, 

and let us pray the Lord’s blessings upon him as he tends this flock. 
 

Readings for this Sunday, January 11th, the Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord: Introit 

Ps. 2:7-12; Psalm 29; Isaiah 42:1-9; Romans 6:1-11; Matthew 3:13-17. 

 

 
 

This week at Christ Lutheran Church: January 7 – January 11 
 

Wednesday 8:00 a.m. De-Decoration Day 
Saturday 11:00 a.m. Installation of Rev. Christopher Clark @ GSL 
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 
 10:30 a.m. Divine Service – The Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord 

 
  

 

 
 

YOUR LIFELINE TO THE LUTHERAN WORLDVIEW…You can listen to 

in-depth teachings on interesting subjects like:  
 

SACRED MUSIC FOR THE CHRISTMAS SEASON… “From 

Heaven Above to Earth I Come,” “O Jesus Christ, Thy 

Manger Is,” “Once in Royal David’s City,” “Silent Night, 

Holy Night,” “Joy to the World,” and more…   
 

Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show produced by Lutheran Public Radio and hosted 
by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  You can listen to what you want when you 
want at www.issuesetc.org.  Simply click on “Listen”, choose “On Demand”, 
then select from the vast array of speakers and topics available in the archives. 
 
 

http://www.issuesetc.org/
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