from t%—‘Li’uwgg

A Guide for your Christian Life between Sundays

The Feast of St. Michael & All Angels
September 29 through October 5, 2024

We who are baptized arise out of the font as soldiers of the Kingdom of God, at enmity
with the powers and principalities of the fallen world, attacked by the devil and his
demonic horde. Yet we are not alone in this struggle, for leading the Church is its
champion Jesus Christ, and accompanying the army of redeemed mankind, St. Michael
and the endless ranks of God’s angels fight with us until the Last Day when God’s
salvific will is made manifest in creation.

AN ORDER FOR DAILY MEDITATION AND PRAYER
Read the Scriptures appointed for the day, review the readings from Sunday, and learn
by heart the appointed verse and portion of the Small Catechism. Conclude with the
Psalms, the Collect, and the prayers, using the guidelines as you see appropriate.



DAILY READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday, Sept. 29 Psalm 19:7-14 Deut. 1:19-36 Matt. 5:21-48
Monday, Sept. 30 Psalm 119:161-168 Deut. 1:37-2:15 Matt. 6:1-15
Tuesday, Oct. 1 Psalm 130 Deut. 2:16-37 Matt. 6:16-34
Wednesday, Oct. 2 Psalm 3 Deut. 3:1-29 Matt. 7:1-12
Thursday, Oct. 3 Psalm 119:9-16 Deut. 4:1-20 Matt. 7:13-29
Friday, Oct. 4 Psalm 80:1-7 Deut. 4:21-40 Matt. 8:1-17
Saturday, Oct. 5 Psalm 86:1-10 Deut. 5:1-21 Matt. 8:18-34

A LOOK BACK TO THE LITURGY — SEPTEMBER 29, 2024
Theme: The Christian never fights against Satan alone, but with Christ, the Church,

and the Holy Angels.

Hymn: 521, “Christ, the Lord of Hosts, Unshaken”

Summary of Readings:

Daniel 10:10-14, 12:1-3: Daniel receives a prophecy concerning the
guardianship of the Archangel Michael.

Revelation 12:7-12: St. John describes the battle in heaven between St. Michael
and the angels against the devil and his fallen angels, and how Satan and his

host were cast out of heaven onto the earth.

Luke: 10:17-20: The Seventy-Two return to Christ, rejoicing that they were
able to cast out demons in the name of Jesus. Jesus reminds them not to rejoice
in the power they have received through Him, but rather to rejoice in their

salvation.

MEMORY VERSE TO LEARN BY HEART:

Psalm 73:26: “My flesh and my heart fail; But God is the strength of my heart and my
portion forever.”



THE CATECHISM: OFFICE OF THE KEYS (PART I)

What is the Office of the Keys? The Office of the Keys is that special authority which Christ
has given to His Church on earth to forgive the sins of repentant sinners, but to withhold
forgiveness from the unrepentant as long as they do not repent.

Where is this written? This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter twenty: The
Lord Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive

anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven” (John
20:22-23).

PSALM OF THE WEEK: PSALM 54 (ESV)

Meditate on this Psalm every day when you pray, and use it as the starting place for your own prayer:

'He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. ?I will
say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” *For he will deliver
you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence. *He will cover you with his
pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. ®You
will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day, ®nor the pestilence that stalks
in darkness, nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. ‘A thousand may fall at your side, ten
thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you. 8You will only look with your

eyes and see the recompense of the wicked. °Because you have made the LorD your dwelling
place—the Most High, who is my refuge— °no evil shall be allowed to befall you, no plague
come near your tent. *For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your
ways. 120n their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone. **You will
tread on the lion and the adder; the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot.
1%Because he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver him; | will protect him, because he knows
my name. ®*When he calls to me, | will answer him; 1 will be with him in trouble; | will rescue
him and honor him. *with long life I will satisfy him and show him my salvation.”

LUTHER’S PRAYER ON PSALM 91%:

Lord Jesus Christ, the Author and Finisher of faith, grant us the true and saving faith, and
preserve us in the same against all temptations to doubt and unbelief. Blot out our iniquities
by Your blood; cover our sins with Your righteousness, and let Your angels be a fenced wall
around us against all our enemies, and evermore teach us to know the secret of Your
Father’s will. Amen.

COLLECT FOR THE FEAST OF ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS:

Everlasting God, You have ordained and constituted the service of angels and men in a
wonderful order. Mercifully grant that, as Your holy angels always serve and worship You
in heaven, so by Your appointment they may also help and defend us here on earth; through
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

! Reading the Psalms with Luther, CPH, 2007



DAILY THEMES FOR PRAYER — (From LSB page 294)

Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by
the Word and Sacraments.

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and
daily work; for the unemployed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for
schools, colleges, and seminaries; for good government and for peace.

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and
despairing, the tortured and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins.

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children
live in ordered harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise
children alone; for our communities and neighborhoods.

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and
other church workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful
and salutary use of the blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood.

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the
spread of His knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and
oppressed; for the sick and dying.

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in
the faith or have fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the
Lord’s Day; for pastors and people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s
holy gifts.

IN OUR PRAYERS AT CHRIST:

Prayer Family: Bill Cookston and his loved ones
The Family & Friends of Kathy Evers, Nancy Teal’s friend, who has entered eternal rest
Alex Kates, the Atchleys’ grandson, who is seriously ill
The Family & Friends of Fred Ray, friend of the Pedersens, who has entered eternal rest

THE LORD’S PRAYER

LUTHER’S MORNING OR EVENING PRAYER

Luther’s Morning Prayer:

I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept
me this night from all harm and danger; and | pray that You would keep me this day also
from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that
the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.



