
Goose Day, or Cake Day, or Blackberries: 

Michaelmas Traditions 
3DVWRU�)LHOGV 

7KH�)HDVW�RI�6W��0LFKDHO�DQG�$OO�
$QJHOV�LV�FHOHEUDWHG�RQ�WKH���WK�RI�
6HSWHPEHU��DQG�DV�DOO�JUHDW�IHDVW�GD\V��
LW�FRPHV�FRPSOHWH�ZLWK�ROG��KDSS\�
WUDGLWLRQV�WR�FRPSOLPHQW�WKH�
VROHPQLW\�RI�WKH�6XQGD\�/LWXUJ\� 
 
3HUKDSV�WKH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�ZD\�WR�
FHOHEUDWH�0LFKDHOPDV�DURXQG�WKH�
ZRUOG�LV�E\�KDYLQJ�JRRVH�IRU�GLQQHU��
7KH�JRRVH��LQ�ROGHQ�WLPHV��ZDV�IHG�
IURP�WKH�VWXEEOH�RI�WKH�ILHOGV�DW�WKH�
HQG�RI�WKH�KDUYHVW��(DWLQJ�D�JRRVH��
WKHUHIRUH��PHDQW�WKDW�WKHUH�KDG�EHHQ�D�
JRRG�KDUYHVW��ZKLFK�PHDQW�WKDW�*RG�
KDG�JXDUGHG�DQG�SURWHFWHG�WKH�VLPSOH�
QHFHVVLWLHV�RI�IRRG��IXOILOOLQJ�WKH�
DQFLHQW�SUD\HU�WKDW�µWKH�H\HV�RI�DOO�
ORRN�WR�\RX�2�*RG��DQG�\RX�JLYH�WKHP�
WKHLU�IRRG�LQ�GXH�VHDVRQ��<RX�RSHQ�
\RXU�KDQG�DQG�VDWLVI\�WKH�GHVLUH�RI�
HYHU\�OLYLQJ�WKLQJ�¶�,I�*RG�KDG�
JXDUGHG�WKH�KDUYHVW��LW�ZDV�WKRXJKW�
WKDW�+H�VXUHO\�GLG�VR�E\�PHDQV�RI�+LV�
VHUYDQWV��WKH�DQJHOV��7KHUHIRUH��LQ�
WKDQNVJLYLQJ�WR�*RG�DQG�DOO�+LV�
DQJHOLF�KRVW��D�JRRVH�ZDV�HDWHQ� 

)RU�VLPLODU�UHDVRQV��VRPH�SODFHV�
ZRXOG�HDW�D�ODUJH�FDNH�RU�ORDI�RI�
EUHDG��NQRZQ�DV�D�µ6W��0LFKDHO¶V�
%DQQRFN¶��WR�FHOHEUDWH�D�VXFFHVVIXO�
KDUYHVW��ZKLFK�HQWDLOHG�WKDW�*RG�DQG�
KLV�DQJHOV�KDG�GHIHQGHG�WKH�VLPSOH�
SHRSOH�IRU�DQRWKHU�\HDU�WKDW�WKH\�
PLJKW�JURZ�DQG�HQMR\�WKHLU�VLPSOH�
IRRG��,Q�,UHODQG�DQG�6FRWODQG��LW�ZDV�
D�WUDGLWLRQ�WR�SODFH�D�ULQJ�RU�FRLQ�
ZLWKLQ�WKH�FDNH�RU�EUHDG��ZLWK�WKH�
EHOLHI�WKDW�ZKRHYHU�UHFHLYHG�WKH�VOLFH�
ZKLFK�KDG�WKH�ULQJ�ZLWKLQ�LW�ZRXOG�
EH�HVSHFLDOO\�EOHVVHG�E\�WKH�DQJHOV� 

$Q�HQWLUHO\�XQUHODWHG�WUDGLWLRQ��EDVHG�
RQ�DQ�DSRFU\SKDO�WDOO�WDOH��VWDWHV�WKDW�
ZKHQ�6DWDQ�ZDV�FDVW�RXW�RI�KHDYHQ��KH�
ODQGHG�XSRQ�WKH�WKRUQV�RI�D�EODFNEHUU\�
EXVK��DQG�WKDW�RQH�VKRXOG�WKHUHIRUH�HDW�
EODFNEHUULHV�RQ�0LFKDHOPDV�VLQFH�WKH�
EODFNEHUU\�EXVK�GLG��DIWHU�DOO��GHOLYHU�
WKH�µODVW�EORZ¶�WR�/XFLIHU� 
 
6R�ZKHWKHU�\RX�JR�DOO�RXW�ZLWK�D�URDVW�
JRRVH��RU�OD\�EDFN�DQG�EDNH�D�FDNH�RU�
EODFNEHUU\�FREEOHU��RU�FRRN�QRWKLQJ�DW�
DOO��UHPHPEHU�RQ�WKH�)HDVW�RI�6W��
0LFKDHO�WKDW�*RG�KDV�VR�ORYHG�\RX�WKDW�
+H�KDV�IRXQG�LW�ILWWLQJ�WKDW�HYHQ�WKH�
FHOHVWLDO�DUP\�VKRXOG�EH�JLYHQ�LQ�
VHUYLFH�WR�\RX��Ŷ 


