A Guide for your Christian Life between Sundays

The Second Sunday in Advent
December 6 through December 12, 2020

Life in the wilderness is a struggle. Toiling for sustenance, dealing with thorns,
surrounded by the enemy, we experience hardship, pain, and the ever-present
assaults of sin and death. “All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of
the field. The grass withers, the flower fades...” (Isa 40:6-7). We are dying in the
wilderness. But “God’s salvation is near to those who fear Him” (Psa 85:9), for He
has prepared the way out of this wilderness to the Land of Promise — to the “new
heavens and new earth” (2 Peter 3:13) that awaits all who receive His salvation by
faith. By our union into Christ through Baptism, God has pardoned our sins and
made us His own for life everlasting in His kingdom. And as we await that great Day
when He will come again to gather us like a shepherd gathers the lambs in His arms,
we do so in holiness and godliness, living from the gifts He gives that cleanse us of
our sins, that we may be found without spot or blemish (2 Peter 3:11-14) when He
comes.

AN ORDER FOR DAILY MEDITATION AND PRAYER
Read the Scriptures appointed for the day, review the readings from Sunday, and
learn by heart the appointed verse and portion of the Small Catechism. Conclude
with the Psalms, the Collect, and the prayers, using the guidelines as you see
appropriate.



DAILY READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday, Dec. 6 Psalm 56:1-2, 5-11, 13 Is. 14:1-23 2 Peter 3:1-18
Monday Dec. 7 Psalm 25:1-7 Is. 24:1-13 1John 1:1—2:14
Tuesday, Dec. 8 Psalm 11 Is. 24:14—25:12 1 John 2:15-29
Wednesday, Dec. 9 Psalm 17:6-15 Is. 26:1-19 1 John 3:1-24
Thursday, Dec. 10 Psalm 86:1-7 Is. 26:20—27:13 1John 4:1-21
Friday, Dec. 11 Psalm 5:1-8 Is. 28:14-29 1John 5:1-21
Saturday, Dec. 12 Psalm 106:1-5 Is. 29:1-14 Jude 1-25

A LOOK BACK TO THE LITURGY — DECEMBER 6, 2020

Theme: Our Lord comforts us in the wilderness with His promise to deliver us from
our sins and gather us into His kingdom as a shepherd gathers His lambs.

Hymn: 344, “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”

Summary of Readings:

Isaiah 40:1-11: We are all like grass that withers and dies. But our Lord does not

abandon us to death, but comforts us with His promise of salvation — His promise of a
Savior who will take away our sin, bring an end to our warfare, and be our Shepherd to
carry us home in His bosom.

2 Peter 3:8-14: What is Jesus waiting for? Well, with the Lord one day is as a
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day, and Jesus is waiting patiently for all
people to recognize their sin and to turn in repentance to receive His gifts by which
they will be found without spot or blemish when He comes.

Mark 1:1-8: John the Baptist (and all of God’s messengers) show us our sin
and proclaim God’s salvation in the gift of the Mighty One to come, the One
who baptizes us with His Holy Spirit and prepares the Way for us through this
wilderness to life everlasting in His kingdom.

MEMORY VERSE TO LEARN BY HEART:

Isaiah 1:18: "Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: though your sins
are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson,
they shall become like wool.



THE CATECHISM: THE FIFTH AND SIXTH COMMANDMENTS
(Important! If you have memorized a different translation in confirmation, it is best to pull out
your old catechism and refresh your memory from those texts.)

What is the Fifth Commandment? You shall not murder.

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not hurt or harm our
neighbor in his body, but help and support him in every physical need.

What is the Sixth Commandment? You shall not commit adultery.

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we lead a sexually pure
and decent life in what we say and do, and husband and wife love and honor each
other.

PSALM OF THE WEEK: PSALM 85:1-13 (ESV)
Meditate on this Psalm every day when you pray, and use it as the starting place for your own prayer:

! LorD, you were favorable to your land; you restored the fortunes of Jacob. ? You
forgave the iniquity of your people; you covered all their sin. Selah ® You withdrew all
your wrath; you turned from your hot anger. 4 Restore us again, O God of our
salvation, and put away your indignation toward us! > Will you be angry with us
forever? Will you prolong your anger to all generations?  Will you not revive us again,
that your people may rejoice in you? ” Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant
us your salvation. & Let me hear what God the LoRrD will speak, for he will speak peace
to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to folly. ® Surely his salvation is
near to those who fear him, that glory may dwell in our land. 1° Steadfast love and
faithfulness meet; righteousness and peace kiss each other. 1! Faithfulness springs up
from the ground, and righteousness looks down from the sky. 2 Yes, the LorD will give
what is good, and our land will yield its increase. ** Righteousness will go before

him and make his footsteps a way.

LUTHER’S PRAYER ON PSALM 85*:

Remember not, O God, our transgressions against us, and record not our sins in Your
book, but cast them into the depth of the sea, and remember them no more forever.
Impute to us the obedience of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who fulfilled all righteousness for
us and gave Himself a sacrifice for our sins. Let us live for His sake, and enable us to
walk worthy of our calling. Amen.

COLLECT FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT:

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His
coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

! Reading the Psalms with Luther, CPH, 2007



DAILY THEMES FOR PRAYER — (From LSB page 294)

Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith
nourished by the Word and Sacraments.

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling
and daily work; for the unemployed; for the salvation and well-being of our
neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; for good government and for
peace.

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and
despairing, the tortured and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins.

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and
children live in ordered harmony according to the Word of God; for parents
who must raise children alone; for our communities and neighborhoods.

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons,
deaconesses, and other church workers; for missionaries and for all who serve
the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the blessed sacrament of Christ’s
body and blood.

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for
the spread of His knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted
and oppressed,; for the sick and dying.

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are
withering in the faith or have fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to
God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and people as they prepare to
administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts.

IN OUR PRAYERS AT CHRIST:

Prayer Family: Bobby & Eloise Springer and their loved ones
Family and Friends of Joshua Brumm, friend of Sister Sara, who has entered eternal
rest
John Mosely, a friend of Mark Ochs, who is seriously ill with coronavirus
Benjamin Parker, friend of Mark Ochs, who is recovering from a stroke

THE LORD’S PRAYER

LUTHER’S MORNING OR EVENING PRAYER

Luther’s Morning Prayer:

I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have
kept me this night from all harm and danger; and | pray that You would keep me this
day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into
Your hands | commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel
be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.



