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A Guide for your Christian Life between Sundays

When Pilate protested that Jesus was an innocent man and that he would not have His Blood upon his hands, the people said, "His Blood be upon us and our children." They were pretending they had nothing to fear and no shame at Jesus’ execution, that they were, in fact, proud of it, counting it as a good work, as an act of justice, a service to God. By "Let His Blood be upon us and our children," they meant to say they had no fear of God because the death of Jesus was a just act. 

But they were liars. Not even Pilate thought Jesus was guilty. They were overcome with an evil lust for blood, choosing a murderer over a man they expected was innocent. They were unafraid of God; unafraid to be stained with innocent blood. 

But God worked this for good. They really didn't have anything to fear. Jesus laid down His life of His own accord. He did it to cleanse and redeem them. His blood marks them not as the murderers of an innocent man, but as saints declared righteous by God. They did not steal it. He gave it. And by it, all their works are good, all their acts are just, and there is nothing to fear. God used it for the greatest good.


“Please, O Lord, let the blood of Jesus be also upon us and our children.”
That this would come to be a pious prayer is ironic.

—Rev. David Petersen, Redeemer Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne, IN, 2007
An Order for Daily Meditation and Prayer

Read the Scriptures appointed for the day, review the readings from Sunday, and learn by heart the appointed verse and portion of the Small Catechism. Conclude with the Psalms, the Collect, and the prayers, using the guidelines as you see appropriate.
Daily Readings for the Week  
Due to CLC’s schedule shift, the regular readings from the Treasury of Daily prayer have been adapted here to fit the new Easter schedule.
	Sunday, April 12
	Psalm 71:19-24
	Exodus 10:1-11
	Hebrews 1:1-14

	Monday, April 13
	Psalm  35:1-6, 9-10
	Exodus 10:12-20
	Hebrews 2:1-18

	Tuesday, April 14
	Psalm  88:3-9
	Exodus 10:21-29
	Hebrews 3:1-19

	Wednesday, April 15
	Psalm 89:20-27
	Exodus 11:1-10
	Hebrews 4:1-16

	Thursday, April 16
	Psalm 37:1-7
	Exodus 12:1-28
	Hebrews 5:1-14

	Friday, April 17
	Psalm 135:1-4, 8-9
	Exodus 12:29-32; 13:1-16
	Hebrews 6:1-20

	Saturday, April 18
	Psalm 37:1-7
	Exodus 13:17-14:9
	Hebrews 7:1-22


A Look Back to the Liturgy – April 12, 2020
Theme: We rejoice in the covering of Christ’s blood which He poured out for our forgiveness, life, and salvation from His cross.
Hymn: 563, “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness”
Summary of Readings:
Isaiah 50:4-9a: In this third of four “Servant Songs” recorded by Isaiah, the prophet writes of Jesus in His humility as He makes His way in passive obedience through the shame and disgrace of Good Friday to shed His blood on the cross.

Philippians 2:5-11: St. Paul contrasts the humiliation of Christ in His suffering with His exultation as risen and ascended Lord of heaven and earth. It is in the very act of Christ’s humiliation, suffering, and death that we know God’s love and confess Jesus as Lord.

Matthew 26 and 27: Jesus shed His blood in His beatings, His flogging, and ultimately His Crucifixion to cover our sins and rescue us to eternal life. “May Christ’s blood be upon us and our children (27:25),” for “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins (Eph 1:7).” Thanks be to God. 
Memory Verse to Learn by Heart:    
John 6:54: “Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”



The Catechism:  The Apostle’s Creed: First Article
(Important! If you have memorized a different translation in confirmation, it is best to pull out your old catechism and refresh your memory from those texts.)

What does this mean (continued)? 

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. 

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 

This is most certainly true.
Psalm of the week: Psalm 118:19-29 (ESV)  
Meditate on this Psalm every day when you pray, and use it as the starting place for your own prayer:

19Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give thanks to the LORD. 20This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous shall enter through it. 21I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation.

 22The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. 23This is the LORD's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 24This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 25Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, give us success! 26Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! We bless you from the house of the LORD. 27The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us. Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar! 28You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God; I will extol you. 29Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!

Luther’s Prayer on Psalm 118
:
Lord Jesus, who bled and died for our sins, and rose again triumphing over Your and our enemies, grant us to be partakers of Your victory, that we, delivered from the hand of them that hate us, may serve You without fear in time and eternity. Amen.
Collect for the Feast of Palm Sunday:
Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of His great humility and patience and be made partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Daily Themes for Prayer – (From LSB page 294)
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacraments.

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the unemployed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; for good government and for peace.

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins.

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our communities and neighborhoods.

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood.

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dying.

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts.

In Our Prayers at Christ:                      
Prayer Family: Allen & Sabrina Goodlett and their loved ones
Bill Gassett, who has been placed in ICU
Dan Hansen, Merina’s brother, who is ill
The family of Alex Kettler, Roy’s father and Jonathan’s grandfather, who has passed into eternal rest
The Lord’s Prayer

Luther’s Morning or Evening Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The Feast of Palm Sunday


April 12 through April 18, 2020








� Reading the Psalms with Luther, CPH, 2007





